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QUESTIONNAIRE

1) In this question we are interested in the time when you first decided to become an artist: Do
you remember a particular moment in your life when your political desires and your wish to
actively create something in society came close to the image you have had of an artist? Please
try to recall what image of an artist you had when you chose to become an artist. What seemed
possible and desirable about being an artist2 What kind of political influence or social
relevance seemed attached to that role? What were your primary
political/personal/subjective/coming of age struggles andpconcerns at that time?

2) This question inquires about the time of art education. In becoming artists we learn the
unspoken canon o? contemporary art gradually and subtly. This concerns our implicit
knowledge about relations and power, behavior and values as much as the knowledge of
artistic forms, proceedings and gestures. (Western) Art schools such as modernism, formalism,
conceptualism, minimalism and abstraction are learned and internalized in the course of artistic
education. They are no neutral formal language but reproduce values, power structures and
regimes of literacy. Can you recall a situation of implicit learning in becoming an artist and
describe it here2 What did you learn? Did you have to unlearn something in return? Was that
what was learned and that what was unlearned expressed and described? Did you realize then
what you were learning?

3) Again this question takes a look where and how you were introduced to contemporary art in
a professional way. How were values and proceedings of contemporary art thought in your
professional education? Have there been major institutions or protagonists who thought,
mediated, embodied contemporary art? Has contemporary art been mainly mediated outside of
the traditional institutions for instance? Or did you for example attend one of the academies
which at the start aim to break the self-confidence of their students in order to build it up anew
from scratch? Can you describe the implicit canon of values of the institutions and methods that
were significant in your education?

4) We are interested in your more refined choices for specific artistic practices in the course of
your professional development. Has there been a political form or practice of contemporary art
which seemed most suited to you to express political content? Do you recall how you learned
about and got in touch with protagonists of tﬁese practices in your work?2 Did you have idols,
people to learn from, look up to?2 What have you learned from them? What is your perspective
on them today (e.g. as political artists)2 Do you currently favor an artistic format as politically
activating?

5) This question concerns the formats we have come to naturally accept as forms of
contemporary art. Which forms, thought patterns and logics of producing contemporary art
have become natural to you? Are there specific formats you often employ or have you become
used to plan your work in a particular manner? How do these proceedings affect and shape the
way political desire and content takes form in your work? How would you describe your
relation to political content in your work today?

6) This question concerns the present. If your artistic practice has political aspects and topics,
which are they? How do these topics relate to your actual working conditions as an artist?2 How
would you describe your relation towards your colleagues from a political point of view?

7) Our encounters in the art context are often mediated through funding apparatuses and
selection processes which largely function along categories such as nationality/country of
origin/residence, race and genc{er. The art field is characterized by racist and sexist exclusions.
Despite individual political intentions, these categories partake in our interactions, we are often
involved in reproducing them. In how far do these mecEanism shape and determine your
encounters in the art context? How do they determine the way you relate to colleagues? What
concrete engagement, interaction, strategic interruptions are you lacking?

‘siInD) wopy Aq
‘(2z00Z) §1°S 2yt o Aunjua) ay| Aipjuswndop Hgg oy o} si1ejel paload ayj jo apy ay)

"J}dom siyy Buaoddns Joj 1sp| Ul J8jus) [DINYND UPWIBL) BY} YUDY} O} I P|NOM S

"DYSUIZPOIBIN PIOZ ‘Younyy adl|y ‘DAOYP8UD(

DUDH ‘DAO|DYP[ DUPZNZ ‘J8YdRUSSI] BUIUD[ ‘DAOPNO( PUD( ‘SNI|IDI0D) DIUY HODQPa8dy |PIHIID

J1ay} Joy pup didoy sy} ypm abobus o} sseuuado siayy 1oy syunddiyind eq;zuoq; o} 31| pjnoMm
3 Ulldeg ul £10Z ‘Y8 1990 uo 9o0|d joo} doysjiop sy Y4 jo Ainjua) ay)

‘snowAuoup uipwal

oym sonbpaj|od asoyy pup nowos| pyIRBIDY ‘PRjlnwpY DPIYDA ‘NOUDY DIAIT ‘DYSUIZPOISIN

DYOZ ‘YOO DULIDYYDY ‘JOYORUSSIT SUIUD( WOYM jsBuowD ‘Juswjiuwod pup 4Ioye Jiay} 1oy
alipuuoysanb Ino o} papuodsal 9ADY OYM SISYIOM |DINYND [|D JUDY) Of 31| P|NOM AN

/10T 1$p] /o1 jizupiy §o NQOg ULIO|{ PUD NdUDY DIAI ‘PBjIIW bslogaN Aq pajpand
peloud b ‘sessp|) s|ppiyw upadoing ayj jo Aiasiyy ay} pup (A)Jayi| 8Yy] JO swpiy dy} ul
20p|d seyp} 4| "yordwiz pbu| pup uubw|py ayuQg Aq padojsasp si jsyly sy} jo Ainjua)

NOHdO10D

BaojsyapayyoLinjusd MMM JD JOOQxa} D SO pappOojumop aq upd sasuodsal ||y "J8jsod siyj

jo apisul pajuuid aup sasuodsas asayj jo sydisdxe peyip3 ‘eipuuoysanb 1no o} paiamsup oym
SI9)JOM |DINJND WOIy POAIBDAI OM sasuodsal ayj 8D YIM HIOM dM 821n0s pPliy} 3y|

"sa2I0YD |[PUOLDINPD

INO Ul 92UDJsUl 10§ ‘SIPIAIP §SISSD|D JO BujioMm 3j§qns sy} JO SJDMD 10w dwod8q o4 sjdisdxe

3S3Y} YHIM JIOM 9\ “D1wapoop up Bulwodaq jo as1nod ay; ul punoibyonq sspp Bunjiom siy

wouy Buijixe jo ssaooud padio} ay; jo sasAjpup |poiBojo1dos joA pup uoypiipual [po1ydoiboiq
-0jnD up ‘swiay o} Buluinjay yooq s,uoquy Jaipiq wouy sydisdxse asn am A|puodag

" AUDWLISO)-JSO A Ul $3104 PUD SIQQ DY} Ul JUSWSAOW UDIGSD| PUD S,USWOM Y} Ul SUOLUSAIS4UI

JSISSD|D-HJUD, )00( Jay Ul S9qLIDSIP IDYEJOY PI|N[ YoIym ’ws!u!weg 3ADM puodas Buunp

WISISSD[O Ojul suoyuaAlajul jo juiod am ‘edusiadxe paal| ‘Ajibp b sp 9|qibupy ssp> Bunpw pup
MaIA jo juiod aAdselgns b wouy ssojp yopoiddo o} 8d10yd By} dulpJapPUN Of JBPIO Ul ‘ysii4

"$9SIDJ9X9 PUD SPOYISW D3O O} SADINOS |DIBAIS Yyim Bunjiom usaq sAby apA

‘jjesinoA doysyiom D pjoy 0} MOY [DNUDW D SD SUOKOUNY q:ng
PUD JX3jU0D LID 3y} Ul SSD|O JO SANSSI UO JO9|§o1 O} PAsN aq UDD YdIYMm ‘sasiosaxa pup syndul
‘sedunosal Jayjeboy Buliq o} yubaw si ssysod siy| “esay pajuswndop puly nok sesIdIaxXe Y} §no
dpe!.u 9M UYOIYM Ul ul[Jag Ul SIYIOM [DN}|Nd 10§ doysyIom D p|ay am ‘/|10Z ‘Yig 19900 UuQ
*o1do} ay} uo sasiiexa Aipuiwijaid padojaasp SN “YJOM SIY} JO JOSINO BY} JO SN YIIM SUOHOD|4a.
pup sellowaw aAlo3lqns aupys o sanboajjod Ajuamy Ajpjpwixoiddo peyso pup asipbuuoysanb
o padojeAap am ‘Jp ul wsisspjd uo aAdadsiad aalpalqns o dn uado of sapuo uj
“19ys0d o pup doysyiom o ‘Auinbue up jo sisisuod sy ayy jo Ainjua)
"aAlpadsiad
aAlp.IDU pup [po1ydoibolqonp ‘eAloalgns o wouy uoyisod ssojo yusiind uno ul pup ‘sedloyd
[puoissajoid pup |Duo!4o:>nge JNO Ul ‘S§SILID SD }JOM PUD 3§i| JNO Ul PBYSIJIUDW SDY SSD|> MOY
uo jo84aJ o4 pup jnoqp abupyoxa o} 8onds sjpa.d Ajuiol of jsabbns s\ “wsisspd pup ssoPO
jo anssi 8y} uo ‘dnoib D SO 10 BUOIP ‘YIOM O} MOY [DNUDW D SISO ISy Y} Jo Ainjua)

1SIL1¥V JHL 40 AYNINID

8) Looking at our social position more generally: Most artists have privileged middle-class
backgrounds. Most artists could choose for this profession because of financial safety provided
by family background, partners or society. Many artists have been introduced to the places and
rites of high art already through their family background at a young age. What role did that
pre-selection play in your life and professional choices? How wouldg

surrounding in view of privilege and class today?

you describe your social

9) Can you sustain yourself or yourself and members of your family with your artistic
work/knowledge? Il?'es, is it independent from support related to inherited social capital or
material resources o

your family?

10) How do you relate to concrete political and systemic changes, has in your opinion the
transition in Central and East European countries {

economic system been generally positive or negative? Has it proven positive or negative for
your colleague artists, cultural workers or other social group you belong to and work with?
How has it affected your family and class it belongs to2 What in your opinion were the general
effects on society as a whole?

Can you otherwise express some of your standpoints on this matter in a few sentences?

rom the previous to the actual political and

11) Do you have time for concrete political work next to your artistic practice? Are you satisfied
with the political impact of your artistic work?

p—
N

<

'When | went to enroll in the humanities and social sciences division at the university, | was torn between
choosing English and Philosophy as my subject. | chose Philosophy, which seemed to me a better match
with the image | had of myself, and which would henceforth be central to my life and to the shape of the
person | would become. In any case, | took a lot of satisfaction from the choice | made. It gave me a kind
of naive happiness to now be someone who was “studying philosophy.” | had no knowledge of the
existence orthe prestigious Grandes Ecoles in Pairs, with t?\eir competitive entrance exams, nor of the
preparatory courses for them, called hypokhégnes and khégnes. In my final year in high school, | didn't
even know such things existed. It is not just access to these institutions that was, and still is (perhaps to an
ever greater extent) reserved for student from the privileged classes. The simple knowledge that such
possibilities exist its even unavailable to many, with the result that | never even considered them as a
possibility. When, already enrolled at the university, | did finally hear people talking about these kinds of
possibilities, it seemed to me-how naive | was!-that | was in a Eetter position than anyone who would
have chosen to continue studying within the confines of a high school-what a strange idea it
seemed-after they had already passed the Baccalaureate exam, instead of immediately “going to
university.” That seemed to me the most obvious aspiration for any serious student. Here again we can
observe how a simple lack of knowledge regarding the hierarchical structure of educational institutions
and a lack of understanding of how processes of selection operate might lead someone to make
counterproductive choices, to choose paths that lead nowhere, nonetheless imagining they are lucky to
have gotten to a place in which people who know what they are doing would be sure never to end up.
This is how people from less advantaged classes end up believing that they are gaining access to what
has previously been denied to them, whereas in reality, once they have that access, it turns out to mean
very little, because the system has evolved and the important and valuable place to be has now shifted
somewhere else. The process of being pushed out or excluded may here be happening more slowly, or
happening at a later date, but the division between those in dominant positions and this in dominated
ones remains intact. It reproduces itself by changing location. This is what Bourdieu calls the
“displacement [translation] of the structure.” What has been labeled a “democratization” is really a
displacement in which, despite all appearances, the structure perpetuates itself, maintains itself with
almost the same rigidity as in the past.' (page 178f.)
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Exercise/Question

Try to outline which course of education has been accessible to you, which ones you chose, which
remained hidden or unaccessible to you or which have been hidden or unaccessible for other.
Which informal knowledge about social hierarchies existed in your family and how have they
influenced your educational and professional choices?

'Learning to be studious, to be scholarly, with all that involves, was a slow and chaotic process for me:
the discipline required-both of body and of mind-is not something one is born with. It takes time to
acquire it if you are not fortunate enough for that acquisition to have been encouraged in you since
childhood without you even being aware of it. For me it was a true process of ascesis: a self-education, or
more exactly, a reeducation that involved unlearning everything | already was. What was a matter of
course for others was something | had to struggle with day after day, month after month, working anew
each day to find ways of organizing my time, of using language, o(relating to others, that would
transform my very person, my habitus. The process would place me in an increasingly awkward position
within my family, to which | returned each evening. To put it simply, the relation to oneself that is imposed
by scholarly cuﬁure turned out to be incompatible with the way people behaved in my world; the
educational process succeeded in creating within me, as one of its very conditions of possibility, a
break-even a kind of exile-that grew ever more pronounced, and separated me little by little from the
world that | came from, the world in which 1 still lived. Like every situation of exile, my own contained a
certain kind of violence. Perhaps | wasn't aware of it, given that | consented to having it inflicted upon
me. In order not to shut myself out of the educational system-or to be expelled from it-1 had to shut out
my own family, the universe from which | came.' (page 166)

Exercise/Question: Do you recall physical transitions into your life as cultural worker, artist,
activist, intellectual2 What is the bodily/physical/corporal reality of your current work? What
time spans does it cover? For instance academic writing, long or short term projects or
employments, work with deadlines etc?2 Do you recognize observations which Didier Eribon made
concerning the process of adopting scholarly discipline, time and bodily regime?

(segnuiw )
Jaei Aay} moy aioys pup doysyiom ayj uo pajjes o} Japio ul paydniiajul Buleq jnoypm
yoads o} edupyd o syab jundidiind A1sAs Yoiym ul punol jno-ypsyd b 1oy dwl AP

(se4nuiw gy - 0€)
‘sed10yd |puosiad unoA o} wayy oypjas pup dnoub ayj ur peziubodas noL saibajpuys
ag; ssnosip /(HDUH ‘uoysnoyxe [puosiad pup sedoy |poyijod ypm ‘Ajupoaud puo absjiaud
yim buipep aqhow - padojarsp uosiad siyj saibeyouys ayy uo snooy oy A1) “dnoub siyus sy
0} SDap! pup sadIoyd s,uosiad siy} 9jpiIpUSY "ddDUPUOSAI pup uoyiubodal jo sjuswow 10§ J0o| o}
A1) ‘siemsup s, uosiad ayy Apnjs 0} swy sa)O} puD JunoddD dA8Iqns auo spsjes yundidyipd yoog
"SI9MSUD Bsay} u.IOJLLual.S Jajsod siyy jo spisyonq ayj uo sajonb ay] ‘Bio*ysyipsyyoLinjued mmm

jo A1inbus N0 W04 SIBMSUD BY} SIZLIDWWINS YOIYM YOOG§Xd} 8y} ppojumo(

C# 9s1D19X]

(4noy suo)
‘sjyBisul pup saousuiadxe
anoA aipys puo punou Biq o ul seyjebo} swo) '92” Ay} sp sjuswbpuiy [D18ASS 1O BUO UO
}dom upd sdnoub |pws ayy yoiym ui ‘swiy sepnuiw Apiyy 10 AJusmy MO||Y "YHM pDJs 0} sjupm dnoub
anoA yuswbouy jx3} b Psjas pup (Buyunod Aq soupjsul 10§) d8uy} jo sdnoub [pPws wio] ‘sydiedxe
[|° preJ ubd suokiaAs joy} swy ybnous ayp| ‘uoquy Jaipiq Aq suoypjonb sy} poas Ajuiof
Z# 9s1a9x]

(se4nuiw Gy)
jpads oy} yob yjoq joy4
juopodui s1 4| “eBubydxs o} sejnuiw G| 0} 0| Jeyjoup oo} pup (saydboy ob - suiod ul dnou
ay} yi|ds o} junowp pauinbai ayj o} dn *** 5,884y} ‘s,0m} ‘s,auo || joy} os ‘Buyunod Aq adupysul

J104) siind wuoy seynuiw Ajuamy Jayy ‘uoysanb uad seynuiw usy 9xp) ‘ssipuuoysanb ayj jo suoysanb

OM} §s11y 8y} Jamsup Jo uodn pajjau Ajud)is pup Ajjpnpialpul o} payspo si sjundidyind yoog
| # 9sIoJax]

(saynuiw 07 - G1)
‘uoissnosip
Hoys o Aq pamoj|o4 jndul [DUOIPPD SD SUOKUBAIBJUI JSISSD|D-HUD jsiuiway uo ndul sy} poay

(sa;nu!w o€ - gl)
-o1doy 8y} ul ysausjul d1dy}, S1y, I8y jnoqp
)|oads o} sjob pup SdA|@sWay} sedNpoyul auokiaAe YOIyM Ul puNoJ UOKDNPOIJUL UD SBADH

(segnuiw 1)

ssp|d jnoqo abpsmouy snoiraid ou salinbas doysyiom syj -

uioBo Jayo| ul u!o!fuo jno doup ‘esiaxe up Buiop a8y |984 j,uop nok i -
JmunLoA S/(DMC‘D s1 seouaiadxe pup syybnoyy Bunoys -

uoysenb ojur ynd jou 210 uoyouIWLIDSIP Jo sedusliadxa -

[oyuapyuod aio dnoub sy} ul peioys seousadxe -

J3Yjo YoDa SpPIDMO}

Aysossuab pup ysniy saainbau seiydoibolq uno pup seousuadxs [puosiad yym Buipep -
aAlpadsiad

aAselqns b wouy ssopp yopouddo o} aonds aypaud o) spusjul doysyiom syj -
:doysyiom ayj jo yooouddp ayj Ajupo o} yndul 1o uOISSNISIP IOYS D SADH

"SIy} 1| Joo| p|nod i ‘doysyiom b 1oy asjsod siyj esn o} 31| pjnom noK 4|

TVANVW SIHL HLIM XdOM O1 MOH

RETURNING TO REIMS

'Back when | was young, to be honest, | wasn't so concerned about the implacable harshness of the
conditions of factory work-or | was concerned only in an abstract kind of way. | was too fascinated by
all I was discovering about culture, about literature, about philosophy to spend time thinking about what
was going into making my access to these things possible. Indeed, it was quite the opposite: | resented
my parents for being who they were, for not being the interlocutors of my dreams, or the kinds of
interlocutors some of my fellow students had in their parents.' (page 87)

Exercise/Question: Which material resources did your study/education require? Where did these
resources come from/ who provided them?

'So as the child of a worker you experience in your very flesh the sense of belonging to the working
class. When | was writing my book about the conservative revolution in France, | checked several books
by Raymond Aron out o?the library. The ideologues who, during the 1980s and 1990s, had it in mind to
impose the hegemony of right wing forms of thought on French intellectual life at that time quite
reasonable claimed to be his followers. As | skimmed over a few samples of the shallow, lifeless prose of
the pompous and tedious pressor, | came across the following sentence: “If | make an effort to remember
my ‘class consciousness’ from before | began studying sociology, it is barely possible for me to do so
without the gap of the intervening years seeming to me to render the object indistinct; to put this another
way, it does not seem to me to have been established that every member of a modern society has the
sense of belonging to a clearly defined group, one called a class, that exists within the larger social
whole. The objective reality o?lsociety's stratification into groups is undeniable, but that of classes
conscious of themselves is not.”

What strikes me as particularly undeniable is that the absence of the feeling of belonging to a class is
characteristic of children of the bourgeoisie. People in a dominant class position do not notice that they
are positioned, situated, within a specific world (just as someone who is white isn't necessarily aware of
being so, or someone heterosexual). Read in this light, Aron's remark can be seen for what it is, the naive
confession offered by a person of privilege who imagines he is writing sociology when all he is doing is
describing his own sociqilz,stotus. (...)

| can't he?p imaging that there was a cleaning lady in the home Raymond Aron grew up in, and that
when he saw her it never occurred to him that she was “conscious of belonging to a social group” that
wasn't the one he belonged to (...).

Richard Hoggart is right to insist on the obviousness of the circumstances in which you live for anyone
who belongs to the working class. The difficulties of daily life recall them to you at every turn, as does the
evident contrast with the living conditions of other peopl);.' (page 99f.)

Exercise/Question: Recall experiences which resonate with this narrations, like moments of
becoming aware of own privileges or experiencing discrimination.

'l may have been Marxist, but | have to say that my Marxism, like my engagement on the left, was
perhaps little more than a way of idealizing the working class, of transforming it into a mythical entity
compared to which the actual life of my parents seemed utterly reprehensible. They were eager to get
their hands on all the products consumer society was making available and all | could see in the sorry
state of their daily life and in their aspirations for forms of comfort that had long been denied them was a
sign of their social “alienation” and of their misplace aspirations to join the middle class. {...)

My youthful Marxism was thus a vector for a kind of social misidentification: | glorified the “working
class” in order to put more distance between myself and actual workers. While reading Marx and
Trotzki, | imagined myself at the avant-garde of people. But really | was finding my way into a world of
people of privilege, into their kind of temporality, their modes of subjectivation: the world of people who
had the leisure time available for reading Marx and Trotzki.' (page 90)

Exercise/Question: Which contradictions between for instance critical theory, political claims
towards your own practice, your own artistic practice and your immediate social surrounding or
society in general do you recognize from own experience? Did you experience knowledge and
social position you acquired as a means to distinguish yourself?

(Didier Eribon: Returning to Reims, Semiotext(e), 2013)
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